
Public 
Pre-Kindergarten 

in 
M.S.A.D. No. 75

2016-2018 Board Goals

The Board Goals includes Pre-Kindergarten 
Programming as a way to address the 
strategy of closing the achievement gap in 
reading and mathematics.  This strategy is 
intended to address the goal of 
maximizing student growth and 
achievement.



PreK Task Force

The PreK Task Force, comprised of 
parents, teachers, administrators, Board 
Members, and community partners has 
been meeting monthly since June to 
research the implementation of a PreK 
program.  

So far, this has included the following:

PreK Task Force

✗ Articulating a vision for programming
✗ Researching the many required aspects 

of PreK programming (environment, 
curriculum, outreach, funding, logistics 
- just to name a few!)

✗ Meeting with the Coordinator of PreK 
programming at RSU1



PreK Task Force

✗ Meeting with Sue Reed, Early Childhood 
Specialist for the Maine Department of 
Education

✗ Visiting two PreK classrooms in RSU 1
✗ Meeting with community childcare 

providers
✗ Surveying families about interest, and 

possibilities

Over the years...

We’ve observed that students who’ve had 
opportunities to practice the following skills will be 
able to access the learning in Kindergarten and 
beyond:

·      Making safe choices
·      Getting along with others
·      Cooperating
·      Controlling their bodies
·      Taking ownership for their actions
·      Problem solving

·      Having self-management skills
·      Being responsible decision makers
·      Following directions
·      Focusing attention
·      Having self-awareness and social awareness
·      Being flexible with learning and play



PreK Can Build a Strong Foundation for Success

Physical
Development

Social
Development

Emotional
Development

Academic
Development

We envision a PreK program that
✗ Includes learning experiences that are 

integrated, developmentally appropriate and 
playful

✗ Has effective and caring staff
✗ Encourages and develops many family 

connections
✗ Has an environment which is designed 

specifically for young learners
✗ Uses materials that are happy, fun, and 

exciting



Our research found that...
✗ PreK provides taxpayers with a 7-10% return 

for every dollar invested. It reduces costs in 
remedial education, health, justice system 
expenditures and tax revenues generated by 
increased earnings.

✗ PreK provides critical skill development, 
impulse control, persistence, sociability, and 
teamwork that boosts cognitive achievement, 
understanding and productivity.

7-10% 
return

Our research found that...
✗ 69% of Maine children under 6 have both 

parents needing to work to make ends meet.  
These families need resources available to help 
care for their children. 

✗ During the 15-16 school year, 71% of districts in 
Maine offered a public PreK program.

69% 
need 
care



Our research found that...
✗ PreK provides opportunities for children to 

learn valuable social and emotional skills prior 
to being exposed to an academic setting.

✗ In response to a 2017 survey submitted to lead 
teachers in preschools and home-based 
providers of childcare in Maine, 92% reported 
having at least one child with challenging 
behavior.

At 
least 1

Additional reading...

March 19, 2017

Letter to BDN from 
Penobscot County Sheriff

“Investing in early 
childhood education now 
reduces crime later”

https://goo.gl/qQS6do

June 1, 2017

Letter to PPH from 
pediatrician

“Program gives children 
the social and emotional 
skills needed to learn”

https://goo.gl/JnH76k

November 12, 2017

BDN Editorial

“Maine can show its 
children matter by 
ensuring they are safe, 
healthy, and educated”

https://goo.gl/cxWqRj



according to the Task Force’s family survey

according to the Task Force’s family survey



Those who would not be 
interested were generally 
concerned with:

✗ Developmentally appropriateness, heavy focus 
on academics, length of day, lack of play-based 
learning opportunities.

✗ Funding, government involvement
✗ Availability of before and after care, and 

transportation
✗ Not continuing an existing relationship with a 

private provider

Those who would be interested:
✗ Stressed the importance of making a program 

accessible to working families. 
✗ Generally feel that PreK is important for our 

district, in order to allow children time to work 
on social and regulation skills and increase their 
kindergarten readiness.



Next steps...

✗ Consider community partnerships
✗ Consider location(s)
✗ Consider transportation and before/after care 

possibilities
✗ Consider enrollment requirements, such as 

socioeconomic status and academic needs
✗ Consider funding needs
✗ Consider instructional materials

Seek Board approval > Application to MDOE in late winter 
/  spring


